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SEVENTHBUNDAY OF MAHEW(Matt. 9:27-35) Awust 8, 2021

Today's gspel reading preents us with two moving scends: one,two blind men,
and in the other,a demonpossessedieaf man. Each scene has its own drama, sa
story and human pain and misery. Referring to the two unhappy blind peaplelo
not need a special effort to understartldeir terrible and desperate situation. We&an
iImagine closingour eyesand tryingwithout any helpto cook, wash, clean, read,
prepare, etc.for only one dayandthen weshal understand the drama of the two
blind people. The blinthenhad heard of the miracles of Christ andnted very much
to meet Him.They thought that if those who were sick managedmeet Him and ask
for His relp in faith, they would be healedertainly Christ auld not let them down,
as long as thegouldmeet Him.Their desire did not take long becomereality. As
soon as they heard that thelongedfor doctor was in their ¢y, they followed Christ
alongwith the crowds. On the way, thesalled out to Christ tdhelpthem, but, testing
their patience He pretended not to hear them. As soon as the Lord entered the hous
whereHe would remain, the blindhenalso entered. Then Christ asked them, "Do yo
believe that | can do this?Of causewe believe it, theyansweredat once. Then &
touchedtheir eyes, saing to them, "Let it be so, according to your f&itBo now, they
both could seelmmediatelyafterwards,a demonpossessed deahanwasbrought

to Christ The Lord expelledhe demors, and the mannow free, began to speak
clearlyand glorify GodToday,n your love | would like togivea little more attention

to the Lord's command to the two formigrblind men:"See that no on&knows it."
The miracles of Christ weranprecedented and uniqueThey illuminated and
magnetized the hearts, nadnly of those who were directlpenefited, but also of
everyonewho witnessed themiHowever, n order to avoid vanitythe Lord prevented
the publicaion ofthese truly miraculous sign¥hus Heshowedin practie andtaught
man the avoidance of this great passion of arroganéeiogance leads man to
boastingand seltadmiration about thewealth or material goodghat he possesses.
According to Saint Maximus, avarice breeds vanity. At the same time, arroga
caues manto clingto all forms of power. And whemanascends to power through
arrogance, thenhe haughtilydisphys his supposed intelligence amkaowledge,
education,skill with words etc. He becomes a ruthless tyrant to those Inms power
and everyone whono longerflatters him. Arrogances a sowdestroying passion
observed in marven from infancy. That is why today we wanted to convey a savi
message to everyone, especially to Orthoddxiglian parents who have young
children: take care topay attention to the proper education gfour children. It is
observed that parents are easily excited when their young children do something
and rush to applaud, kiss and show their love and pralée agree that we must
encourage childrenf the child kneels with his parents and prays quietly and slowl
andlearns to do his crascorrectly, we will praise himyhen the child says hisrst
words, we will praise himyhen the child doegood thirgs we will praisehim; and
when later,he does something willinglys helpfuland tries to become better in piety,
modesty, moralityforgivenessin love for God, thewf course we will praiskim. We
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give praise forhie myriadother psychebeneficial éforts and intentions of the child,
according to his age. But whehe childdoes the opposite, no matter how smaot
spectacular it seems to the world, no matter what interests it serves, we W
disapprovan some measure. Why®ecause the Lord tells tlerough His Apostl@aul

in his letter to thePhilppians(4:8-9): dFinally, my brethren, what is true, what is
modest, what is just, what is pure, what is beloved, what has a good reputation, i
there is any virtue, and if there is atlying praiseworthy, ponder theseThat which
ye have learned, and received, and heard, and seen, do these things: and the Goc
peace shall be with yodl If we praise our child ieverything whether good or bad,
from infancy to adolescenc&enwe cultivate in thesoulof the child the catastrophic
spirit of selfishnessVly brethren let us not forgethat we all have in some degrdlee
feelingof vanity that alienates us fronhe Lord ourGod.Now that we live at a time
of virusattack and virusphobia, it is good to get the rightaccinewhich is called
"Humiliation in God'. Our Lord, Viio was born in the humble stablaughtus € ¢ | |
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and yc
will find rest for your soulé (Matt. 11:29) He advises us today to hurry and equip
ourselves withthis vaccinepHumiliation in God'; which will coverus 100% with the
apprapriate protection againstthe spiritual andpsyclo-deadlyillnessof avainglonye.
Thenwe shdl surely feelwithin ourselveghe hope of eternal life and bliss.
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The Orthodox Church, Ceastof our spiritual life

TheOrthodox Church plays a major rafeleedin our spiritual life, as we emphasized
in last weelkd &  AAaspiniizl, genuine and orthodox life cannot develeithin us
without the Altar of the Church. The Churighthe source, the cengrand the root of
spiritual life for every @hodox ChristianThe ChurcHeedsus withthe word of God
-the "bread of tre angels" as the fathers calliandthe Bod/ and Blood of our Sawio
Christ- the "heavenly bread"In the Churchthe Orthodox Christiameceives the
saving divine grace of the sacramte of the Church. In the Churche is purified,
enlivened, breatlks spiritually and is soul is healed. In the Churdine meets his
Creator and worships Him "in spiand in truth". In the Churchhe rests andis spirit
finds comfort In the Churchhe achiees his incorporatiomnto the mysticalspiritud
Body ofthe Church. The Churchhis refuge and security. It is certainly a great mistak
to think that the dhall€ in which we may preach the word of Gahn have a more
central place in the spiritual lifof the believer than thedChurclE. This isa
misconceptio. The spiritual use of thehall helps the Church, bt in noway canit
replace the Churchrl'he firstandcentrd positionin the worldis held by the Churcl.
the space of thehurchhall, where souls are sculpted with spiritual sermoseminars
and speeches of faithcannot replace thérthodoxChurch then it isimpossiblefor
any other room, hall or building the world todo so.Other buildings and secular
spaces may have hadome sanctificationceremony by a simple priest,but
consecration precedes the Holy Orthodox ChuiMte shdl try to inform you in a
future edition of our Booklet aboutvhat hapgens at the officiainaugurationof a
Church Basically, oly in the presence of Bishopand Priestswith Holy Servicg,
special anors, hymrs and prayers, psalms, prophecies, apostolicgosgel readings,
can a Church be consecrateflssuredly, withthe presence of theHoly relics of
martyrsand other Scriptural and Fatherlgymbols the Orthodox Churcleannot and
should not ever b considered like any other space in the world.
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Programme for the week of August 8 to 15

From bmorrow, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday arfthursday night6pm¢ 7pm,we
shdl perform the Supplicatorganon of the Virgin Mary alternately.

On FridayAugust 13 Feast of the TransfiguratiorMatinsand Divine LiturgyBamto
9.30am. On Friday eveningthe Great Supplication of the Virgin Mary.

On Saturday Eve of theFalling Asleepf the Virgin Mary, Gredtestive Vespers with
the blessing of laves, the Lamentationsf the Falling Asleearound theEpitaphos

of the Virgin Mary and Holy Unction, around 5.30pm to 7.45pm.

On Sundayon the day of the Assumption of Virgin Mary, we will perform Matins an
Divine Liturgy with the blessing of bread and procession of the beautifully adorn
Epitaphios of the Assumption of Virgin Mary, as well as of the Holy Icon of the Vi
Mary of Kykks. At the end, we will sit at a common table in our parish hall, to enjc
our lunch. Some may get their food packaged.
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5 ° > A" We thankdhen for offerlng to the Chunhl; for the rest of the late Vasiliki
Bakopanos and we pray th#te Lord rests the soul of the deceased.



PRIZES TO
BE WON!

UDRAISER

6:30pm - 10pm.
Church Hall, Parish and Community of
Prophet Elias 87 Beulah Road Norwood O
$15 pp (all tlckets to be’a‘pa f

116155048 to

ible t

norwoods_ark (;rab your triends and book a table tor
Norwood Arks first quiz night on the 20th of August!
100% of the proceeds will be donated to Catherine
House. Lots of prizes to be won ¥ Book now to save
atable

Archdiocesan District of Adelaide

Enosis Sunday School Camp 2021

THE HE;’:ET
WHOLE Sl Theme: Ephesians 6: 10-18
ARMOR OF
Gop B e The Armour of God
RIGHTEOUSNESS
aimots 6-8th October
TRUTH D
e Mylor Adventure Camp
Adelaide Hills

The camp will involve 3 days of fun
including;
kayaking, archery, swimming,
the giant swing, flying fox and
so much more!

Ages 9-13

boys and girls

For more information
call Steve Macris on
0401718053
or email:
A steven.macris@gmail.com
rsup by 1st September 2021

Q&A:

HUMILITY
PRIDE &
FORGIVENESS
r

Orthodox Sunday August 22,
answers to -30pm

your BIG

quest1ons Prophet Elias Hall,

Beulah Road, Norwood

PRESENTED BY THE
GREEK ORTHODOX
ARCHDIOCESE OF
AUSTRALIA ST
STEPHEN'S CENTRAL
YOUTH COMMITTEE

Arrive at 6:30 pm for
a 7:00pm sharp start

Strictly 15-30 year
olds only




