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KYPIAKH B'MATOAIOY (4, 18-23) 4 louAiou 2021

210 onuepwvo Kuplakd KAAeopa TV mpwtwv ocuvepyat®v Tou O Incolg, PAEmoupue
kaBapd tAv matpkn Mpovola kai OhavBpwria Tou. 210 Eekivnua tod cwtnplwdoug
Epyou Tou, KaAel 0 Xplotog v cuvepyaoia tol avBpwrivou otolxeiou va cupBAaAAeL
kot vé BonBnoet."Htav SUokoho va katahdBouv ol pabntéc tod Xplotol, 6 péyedoc Th¢
@elag Mpovolag kai the Oeiag DavBpwriag. To yeyovog OTL 6 Oed¢ €dnULoupynoe
np®Ta Td TdvTa Kol £’ 600V TA €lxe OAA ETOLUA, TOTE £8NHLOUPYNOE TOV AvOpwWTO, €lvat
APKETO YL va KataAdPel kaveic O péyeBocg tfig Mpovorag kat th¢ OavBpwriag tod
Oeol. Elval Bedotahtec ApeTéc, Omou Sév pmopel 1 pia va fexwploetl amd tv &AAN.
“Omovu n Mpovola €kel kail n GhavBpwrtia kal omou i OhavBpwria €kel kat i Mpovola.
Mé aUta ta 6Uo aiwvia kai ocwtripla OmAa BéAnos O Kuplog¢ va OmAlosl Toug
VEOOUOTOTOUC OUVEPYATEG Tou Kol Kot €méktaon OAOUC TOUC TILOTOUC €pyatec Tol
niveupatikod auneA®va Tou. H ékAoyn TV amAoik®v Papddwv ti¢ TiRepLadog, okomo
glxe VA ToUC O18Afel PBlwpaTikd TAV owtnpwdn Suvaun tic Mpovolac kai TAg
OWavBpwriag. O EvayyeAiotic MatBalog onUeLWVEL, OTL LETA TAV €KAoYH TRV MPpWTWV
Mabntv Tou, meptiABe 0 Kiplog OAn tVv MNAhaia knputtovtag t0 EVayyéAlov TG
Baowelag kai Bepamevovtag ti¢ —moANamAég- doBeveleg o0 Aaol. "OAa avtd Tt
Bavpootd, cuvodevovtav Ao T {wvtavo napadelypa npovoiag kot pthavBpwrioc tod
Oeol. Elval davepo Ot 1| émiSpacn kai f onuacia tod mapadeiypatoc o Ao Té
BedpeoTa Epyo OTEKETOL TEPA KAL TTAVW ATIO KABE AANO oS aywyLko péoov. M’ alto kat
otd EVayyéAla toviletal ) dpdaon: «Epyw Kai Adyw». Na va Seifel, TAV mpwtepalOTNTA
o0 €pyou amod 1ol Adyou. TO €va ylvetal Kaprmodopo Otav cuvodeVUETOL ATIO TO AAAO.
‘EQv 0 AOyoG cuvodeUetal Ao KAAEC TPAEELS, TOTE olyoupa BA METUXOUE TOV OKOTIO S
TOV omolov pa¢ KaAeoe Kail Pag KaAel kaBnuepva 6 Kuplog. Edv mapatnpeital YEVIKA,
L& VTOVN TIVEUHATIKN ASpAveLla, elval SuoTux®c, SLATL i) tpovola Kal 1 dthavBpwria,
dnwe, T €pyo Kal 6 Adyoc, Exaoav TOV AMWTEPO OKOTIO, VL& TOV Omolo AABE O XpLoTog
noc. "Exacav tv oloia tol mapadeiypatog tod Kupilou. 2ZTi¢ HEPEC pag UTTAPXEL OF
HeYAaAo Babuo n pthavOpwrikn mpovola otic UALKEC AvayKeg ToU AvBpwrou, Omwe Kai
TV KATOKOIlwV {wwv. Zrpepa 0 Aoyoc tol Oeol petadidetal év adBovia o€ OAo TOV
kOopo Kal dveyeipovtal moAuteAéotatol Naol. AUTO moU Aeimel, €lval fj TVEUHATIKA
Mpovola kail i mvevpoatik QlavBpwria. Asimet 6 évlladEpov yla tiv cwtnpla Tfig
buxiic pac. ‘O Xplotoc eivat 6 181o¢ kal XO£¢ kat opepa kai oTolc aildvec. Méxpt orjLepa,
S€v otapatnoes va Hac npookalel, AANA 6€v mapouotaletal oUte Avdpéag, oUte METPOC,
oUte lakwpoc, oUte lwavvnc. Tt oupPaivel; Kat évid akolpe kot tic amodoxeg mou Ba
AdBoupe: «kayw avanalow UVuAc», EUElS ouvexilovpe tAvV adtadopia pag. Mati;
’Ed’ 600V 10 Bpa thc cwtnpiog kal thg atwviag {whig, ddopd Tov KabEva oG TPOCWTTLKA




Kot OAou¢ pall odv pEAN tol cwpatog tod Xplotod, uTtapxel xWpog yia adtadopia; Kai
OMWG, N TPOYUATIKOTNTA, TiLoTOoTOLET Eviova TtV adladopia pag. Kal diepwtopeba:
«MNolb o0devopev;» 'H ’EkkAnoia, odv TveuPATKA MOC HNTEPQ, TpooTaBel va
OUYKEVIPWOEL TA OKOPTILOPEVA LEAN TNG, VLA V' AKOUCOUV ATto TOV (610 TOV XpLoTo Hag T
owtnpwwodn keAevopata tN¢ Baoheiag Tou. Enonuaivel tolg KivdUvoug Kal Ti¢ mayideg
mou évebpevouv, mavtax®Bev kai amelolv tv kKataduvaoteia tHg YPuxAc Toud.
«lMpooéxete 6¢ Eautoic un mote Bapuvdwotv vuwv ai kapdiatl v kpatnaAn kai uédn
Kol uepipvaig Blotikaic, kai aiepvidioc E@’vudc Emtoti N nuUEpa €keivn». ( Aouk. 21, 34)
«/\Uxvo¢ toi¢c mooi uov 0 vouog oou Kai ¢ taic tpiBoic pov» ( WaA.118, 105) —
«Aypunveite €v navri kaipw deopevor» (Aouk. 21,36) MNpooéxete uATWG ol PUXES oag
TIoU Enpemne va metolv éAeVBepa kat dvaladpa otd oupavia UPn, Bapuvouv Kat yivouv
Sduokivntec katl avikaveg va aypunvolv kat va dmodevyouv Tic mayidec tod £€x0pol. Na
UV EmtpePeTe 0TO PayonmoTL Katl TNV HEBN Kal ti¢ dowteleg kal tic Aywviwdelg Kal
BaoavioTtikég dpovtidec avTAC ThHG MpoowpLvi¢ {wig va ol armokolpnoouy. Npooéxete
S0t ol YPuxég oag, EtoL Eadvika kal Sixwe va 1o meplpévete, Ba Ppebolv mayldeupeveg
otnv évedpa 1ol movnpod, otiv aiwvia KoAaon, kata tAv Asutépa toU Xplotod
Mapouoia. 'O Oed6g ddeldol pou, BEAeL OAoL ot avBpwrot va Bpolv TV dAnBsLa kai va
owBov. Touc BéNeL ameleuBepwpévouc Kail yUalTto AABE oTAv Vi pag Kal Uédepe Té
ntavdeva, Hé Lovadikd oKOTO TOV aylaopo pac. Eav Opwc Eketvol tpoTipodv TV alwvia
okAafLd kai tiv KoAaon, TOte, 0TO XE€PL TOUC €lval V& ouvexilouv TtV AvépeAn kol
apoptwAn {wn touc. AUuTtol Opwc ou B€AouV otV TpaypaTKOTNTA VA owbolv, KaAd
gLVl VA TIPOOEEOUV TIEPLOOOTEPO 0TA AdyLa ToU Kupiou. NA KaTavoroouv GTL OKOTIOG
aUTAC THC pookapne Lwhc 8&v elval GANOC, Tapd KALPOC TPOETOLLACiaC Yid THY
aiwviotnta. Na eioéABoupe otv mvevpatiki Mpovolwa kai TtV Mveupatiki
OWavBpwria tod Oeol Matépa pag kai Anplovpyod pag. Méoa kail KATw Ao aUTEC Tig
SUo teAelotnteg 100 Meyalou Oeol kai Anuoupyol Thg KTioewc, BA aicBavBolpue tov
AMWTEPO OKOTO THG UTAPEEWC HaG. Ag adriooupe ta dixtua kai Ti¢ PAapkeg Kal OAa ta
Eumodia kai va avaiapfoupe 16 iepamootoAiko €pyo toU EVayyeAiov tol Kuplou dmou
KUAV BPLOKOUOOTE.

SECCOND SUNDAY OF MATHEW (4:18-23) 4 July 2021

In today's reading of the call of His first co-workers, we clearly see the paternal Care and
Philanthropy of our Lord Jesus. At the beginning of His salvific work, Christ invites
cooperation from people to contribute and help. It was difficult for the Disciples of Christ to
understand the magnitude of Divine Welfare and Divine Philanthropy. The fact that God
first created everything else and then, when He had everything ready, created man, is
enough to understand the magnitude of God's Providence and Philanthropy. They are godly

virtues, and one cannot be distinguished from the other. Wherever is Welfare, there is
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Philanthropy and vice versa. With these two eternal and saving weapons, the Lord wanted
to arm His newly-summoned associates and by extension, all the faithful workers of His
spiritual vineyard. The election of the simple fishermen of Tiberias was intended to teach
them experientially the saving power of Welfare and Philanthropy. The evangelist Matthew
notes that after the election of His first Disciples, the Lord went all over Galilee preaching
the Gospel of the Kingdom and healing the many diseases of the people. All these miracles
were accompanied by the living example of God's Welfare and Philanthropy. It is obvious
that the influence and importance of His example in all the divine works stands beyond and
above any other pedagogical means. That is why the Gospel emphasizes the phrase: "work
and word"; to show the priority of deeds above speech. One becomes fruitful when
accompanied by the other. If speech is accompanied by good deeds, then we will surely
achieve the purpose for which the Lord called us, and is calling us daily. If there is general
spiritual inactivity, it is unfortunate, because Welfare and Philanthropy, like work and
speech, have lost the ultimate purpose for which our Christ came. They have lost the
essence of the Lord’s example. To a large extent nowadays, there is charitable provision for
the basic needs of man, as well as of pets. Today the word of God is being spread in
abundance throughout the world and luxurious temples are being built. What is missing is
Spiritual Providence and Spiritual Charity. There is a lack of interest in the salvation of our
souls. Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. He has never stopped inviting us,
but no Andrew, Peter, James, or John presents himself. What is happening? And while we
listen to the acceptances we will receive: "I will rest", we continue our indifference. Why?
Since the subject of salvation and eternal life concerns each of us personally and all together
as members of the body of Christ, is there room for indifference? And yet, reality strongly
confirms our indifference. We ask: "Where are we going?" As our spiritual mother, the
Church strives to gather her scattered members, so that they may hear from our Christ
Himself the salvific commands of His Kingdom. He points out the dangers and pitfalls that
lurk everywhere, threatening to oppress their souls. “Beware of them, lest at any time your
hearts be overwhelmed with heartache and drunkenness and cares of life, and suddenly
death comes in that day." (Luke 21:34) "Thy law is my lamp, and thy law is light" (Psalm
118:105) “Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to
escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man”(Luke
21:36). Beware, for instead of your souls flying freely and lightly towards heaven, they will
weigh you down and you will become cumbersome and incapable of being vigilant and
avoiding the traps of the enemy. Do not allow drunkenness and prostitution and the anxious
and torturous cares of this temporary life to put you to sleep. Beware, because your souls,
suddenly and without warning, will be trapped in the ambush of the wicked, in the eternal
Hell, at the Second coming of Christ. My brethren, God wants all people to find the truth

and be saved. He wants them to be liberated, and that is why He came to us and brought
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us everything, with His sole purpose our sanctification. If, however, some people prefer
eternal slavery and Hell, then it is up to them to continue their carefree and sinful life. But
it is good that those who really want to be saved pay more attention to the words of the
Lord; to understand that the purpose of this temporary life is nothing but a time of
preparation for eternity. To enter the spiritual Welfare and Spiritual Philanthropy of God
our Father and Creator. Within and under these two perfections of the Great God and
Creator of all things, we shall feel the ultimate purpose of our Existence. Let us leave the
nets and the boats and all the obstacles and undertake the missionary work of the Gospel
of the Lord wherever we are.

OpnokevuTiKEC EkONAWTELC THE EBSouadog

AUTA TtV Tetaptn 7 louAiou, tfig Aylag Meyalopaptupoc Kuplakiic, 6a TeAéowue €ig TOV
lepd Naod pag OpBpo kat Osia Asttoupylag petd dptokAaociag amno tic 8.00 €wc tic 9.45
neplmou. To €omépac tAC Tetaptng Ba AaPel xwpa otic aiBouoec tol €voplakol pag
Kévtpou i &RSopadiaia ouvdvinon Mehétng Ayiog Mpaodfc. Td Bépata eival dkpwe
gvlladepovta kal mpoodépovtal otiv AyyAwkn. Tav Méumtn, Avpepa to0 Ayilou
Meyalopdptupog MNpokoriov, Ba teAécwpe "OpBpo kal Oeia Asttoupyia amo tig 8.00 Ewg
Ti¢ 9.30 10 mpwi. To ZapPato 16 €omépag, TWV Ayiwv 45 paptupwv TWOV €v NIKOTIOAEL
Appueviag paptupnoaviwy, Ba teAécwpe v Ocia Asttoupyla otrv ayyAwkn YAooa, ano
Ti¢ 6.00 Ewc tic 7.00 106 Bpadvu.

Divine Services of the week

This Wednesday July 7, Day of Holy Great Martyr Kyriaki, Matins and Divine Liturgy and
blessing of the five loaves, 8am - 9.45am approx.. On Wednesday evening, a weekly Bible
Study meeting will take place in the rooms of our Parish Centre. The topics are very
interesting and are offered in English. On Thursday, Day of Great Martyr Prokopios, Matins
and Divine Liturgy, 8am - 9.30am. On Saturday evening, Day of the 45 holy martyrs of
Nikopolis in Armenia, Divine Liturgy in English, 6pm - 7pm.

Awopdwan lMpoypauuarog louAiov

Ex mapadpoung, mapaieipape trv Ocia Asttoupyia tod Oaciov matpog AUV Maioiov tod
Aylopeitou, 6TIou GUVABWC TOV YLoPTAloUpE PE Aypurvia. EdéToc Aoyw Tou eivat KupLokn
Bpadu, Ba teAéocwpe "OpBpo kal Otia Asttoupyia tv Asutépa 12 louAiou amo tic 8.00 Ewg
Ti¢ 9.45 10 mpwl. Emiong trv Tetaptn 14 lTouAiou, tol Ayiou Nwodnpou kabwg kol AV
Tetaptn 28 louAiov TtHi¢ ‘Ocilag pntpog AWV Eiprivng XpuooBaAdviou, omou O lepéag
gVAoyel ta MNAa, Ba teAéowpe "OpBpo kali Oseia Asttoupyia 8.00-9.30 16 mpwi.
Inadvertently, we omitted the Divine Liturgy of the Holy Father Paisios of Holy Mount Athos.
We usually celebrate him with a night vigil, but this year, as it is Sunday night, there will be
Matins and Divine Liturgy on Monday 12" July, 8am - 9.45am. Also on Wednesday 14" July
Day of Saint Nicodemus, and Wednesday 28%" July, Day of Saint Irene of Chrysovalantou
where the Priest blesses the apples, Matins & Divine Liturgy, 8am - 9.30am.




lauoc

To ZaBBato 26 louviou, EAafe xwpa eic tov lepd Nad pag, i otéPn tol K. AvdpEou
‘Opdavol peta ¢ 6idog AvBiag Toavakoidn. Ta otédpava davtiAlate 0 veapos MuxanA
‘Opdavog. Evxopeba otoug veoviudoug va {oouv PE Uyela kal ayamnn, Badilovtag otov
{olo 6popo 1ol Tpladikol pog Oeod.

On Saturday 26" June, the wedding of Mr. Andrew Orphanou and Miss Anthea Tsanaksidis
took place in our Holy Church. The crowns were exchanged by the young Michael Orphanou.
We wish the newlyweds a life together of health and love, walking on the straight path of
our Triune God.

Awpeé

AVWVULOC Yl Ta ptwya madia $200
AVWVULOC YL ta £€06a TV EkdNAwoswv tol NpodrAtn'HAla  $200
XAon Mavupoyii yla v ’EKKAnoia $150
Eiprivn MavdaAiol yl& tv EkkAnoia S 50

MoAU gUxapLotolpe ToUC eVAABETC SwpNTEC Kol eLXOUEDA OMwG 60 KUplog Toug ExeL tavTa
KaAd kai va avtopeifel ti¢ bwpeég toug. We are very grateful to the donors and we pray
that the Lord will always keep them well and reward them abundantly.

Oavaro¢-Kndeia

TAv Néumtn 1’lovAiou t0 €omépag, EkolunBeL | €k ApyooTtoAlov KepaAwvidg KATaywHEVN
Adeipvnotog Aéomowva Anpa ig nAkiav 93Wv €tiv. H £€£0610¢ dkoAoubia Tfig dsuvrotou,
Ba AaPel xywpa €ic tov lepod Naod pag avtiv v MNoapaokeun 9 TouAlou kot wpa 10.00 to
npwl. O évtadlacpog 6a yivel oto Kowuntriptov tod Payneham kal 6 kadeg mapnyopiag 6a
npoodpepBET Amo TV olkoyevela otV €voplokn pog aiBouoa. O lepéag, m. MwanA, o
Mpoedpog, Ta peAn 1ol A. ZupBouliou kai thg Oomtwyou, EkPpalouv MPOG TA TEKVA Kail
oikeloug tN¢ Adslpvnotou, tad €idlkpvi) Toug cuAunntipla kai e0xovtal tAv €€ UYPoug
gvioxuon kot mapnyopta. EOxaplotolpe €k TV MPWIEPWV yld 0couC MpoodEpouv OTL
nipoatpodvtat yid tig évaykeg T EkkAnolac. Last Thursday 1rst July, the late Despina Dimas
from Argostoli Kefalonia Greece passed away at the age of 93 The funeral will take place in
our Church on Friday 9*" July at 10.00 am. The burial will take place at Payneham Cemetery
and consolation coffee will be offered by the family in our Parish Hall. Fr. Michael, the
President, the members of the Executive Committee and the Philoptohos extend their
condolences to the children and relatives of the deceased and pray they may have strength
and comfort from above. We thank all those who offer what they wish towards the needs
of the Church.

MNepi v Ayiwv Avapyupwv

Emeldn €xoupe tpila {evyn ayiwv Avapyvpwv PE TO Ovopa Koopdg kal Aaplavog mpog
&roduynRv cuyXUoEWS, OTOV AKOUHE TO OVOHOTA TOUC, KAAO €lval VA KAVOUMHE pia
ouvtoun Steukpivnon. Mia ouluyia €lvat, Aoutdv, ol dylol Avdpyupol Kooudc Kol
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AopLavoc ot €k Thc Actac, tov £optdlouv tv 1n NoguBpiou, dAAN culuyia givat ot dytot
Kooudg kat Aaplavog ot €k Th¢ Apafiag, mou €optalouv TV 17nv’Oktwppiou Kai A tpitn
oufuyia eival ol dylol Avdpyupol Koopdc kal Aaptavoc ol €k T Pwung, ol omotou
goptalouv AV 1n’louAiou, otoug omoioug kal Ba avadepBolpe.Ot Gylol avtol, AKpacav
eni tiic fyepoviac Tod Baoéwc Kapivou katd to €toc 284 p.X kal Atav ddehdol katd
odpka. ImoUdacav Kal ol 8Uo TAV laTpkh EMmOTAUN, KAOBWC elxav KOwES KALoELS Kal
lkavotntes. AUTO TtoUC Ekave va cuodilyéouv AKOUN TEPLOCOTEPO TNV METAEU TOUC
ASEADIKN AYATTn. XOpOKTNPLOTIKO £miong elval 8T, KAOWCS avadEpeTal, T XpOvia TV
oroudv ToUg, ol veapol Koopdg kat Aapavog eyvwpllav povo duo dpopouc, Evav mou
niyowve otV EkkAnola kal €vav mou 08nyoldoe otod MaAVeMIOTAMLO, OMWG AKPLBDC O
Méyag Baoilelog kat 0 Ayloc pnyoplo¢ 6 OeoAdyoc. Anotédeopa avtod tod Tpomou
Lwfic, ATavV V& yivouv KaAol EMLOTAOVEC Kol Ttpd tavtdc dAndwoi Xpiotiavoi. Meta Thv
anonepatwon TWv ormoud®v toug Enedobnoav otnv €€aoknon ThHg EMLOTHUNG TOUC, OTAV
omnoia adlepwBnkav. MaAlota TtV €€oknoav OXL oV ETLKEPOEG EmMAyyEAU, AANA oav
dAavBpwrikn dlakovia. Xprpata §&v €d€xovtav o0Te Ao TOUC MTWYXOUS AAAA oUte Kai
Qo ToU¢ mMAouaiouc. Edrippolav thv €vtoArn tol Kuplou mpoc tolg AmootoAouc kat 8i
aUT@V TPOC OAouC Toug pabntéc Tou «dwpeav élaBete, Swpeav dote» (Matb. 10,9).
"Etpexav && Kal mpooedepav TIC UMNPECLEG TOUC AVIOLOTEARG, TIEPLOCOTEPO TIPOG TOUG
TITWY0oUC TTapd TPOG TOUG MAOUGLOUC, YLaTl Omwg EAeyav «ULd KaAUBN €xel peyalutepn
Avaykn Amo €va moAdaty. AAA Kol Otav KAmolo¢ mMAouolog acBevhc toug Emiele va
SexBolv apotBr, éketvol Tod Eleyav «vd Bondroet kKdmolov dtwyd ASeAdd, oy eixe
AvAyKn ouvSpoun¢ yid voonAsia kal ¢oaynto». “Etol ol aylot Avapyupol Koopdg kal
Aaplovog, €0epamevov toUuC AvBpwroug, poll 6 pE TV owpatiky Oeparmeia,
g€0epamnevav Kal tic Puxeg toug, dtdaokovtag ¢ alToUG TNV MioTn oTtov AANOwo O€o,
oUpdwva TAvTa Kal HE TAV €VvioAnn mou €8woe O Kuplog otou¢ paBntag
Tou «mopeuopevol g, KNPUOOETE AEYOVTEC OTL [jYYLKEV ) Baolhela t@v ovpavidv» (Matb.
10,7). AUTO Aoutov Ekavay Kat ol’Aylot Avapyupol w¢ rotol kot adpootwpévol akdAouvBot
ToU Xplotol. Aév meplopilovtav névo otrv Beparneia 100 cwHaToc, AANG ATAV TPWTLOTA.
KNPUKEC TG Baolelag TV oupavv Kal mpog avtriv katnubuvav tolug avBpwroug,
EMOUUWVTOC VA TOUC KAVOUV TTOAITEC TNG. H Katd Xplotov Lwr) Kal Td £pya TOV aylwv
TiPoKAAeoav TtV opyn 1ol pwookdlou Stafolou, ou évémAnoe pe $dBOvVo Tic PUXEC
AAAwv latp@v dAAA kail tod SaockdAou TV ayiwv otnv latplkn Emotiun. Etol pla Auépa,
0 ToAaimwpog SACKAAOC Toug, ME TNV Tpodacn THS ouAloyiig BepameuTik®Wv Botavwy,
ToUC AvéBaoe o€ £va Bouvo, OTou Kal Toug €POVEUDE, XTUTIWVTAC TOUG LE TTIETPEG. ME TOV
TPOTo a0TO PAVNKE N KOTAOTPETTIKA (OloTéAela TG Apaptiag, o€ avtiBeon pE TV
eiMkpvr aydmn Tiic Xapttog tod Ogol, mol eixav ol dytot Tpog kabe EvBpwro. M’ alTo
Kal orevdel MARB0C KOOUOU 0TOUC Ayloug Kal TWPO KAl TTAVTOTE yLd va {NTrOEL TV XApn
TOUC KOl VO TOUC EUXAPLOTIOEL YLA O,TL TIOAUTLHO £XEL TTAPEL.

The Unmercenary Physicians Cosmas and Damian




The Holy Martyrs, Wonderworkers and Unmercenary Physicians Cosmas and Damian
were born in Rome, brothers by birth, and physicians by profession. They suffered at
Rome in the reign of the Emperor Carinus (283-284 AD). Brought up by their parents in
the rules of piety, they led strict and chaste lives, and were granted by God the gift of
healing the sick. By their generosity and exceptional kindness to all, the brothers
converted many to Christ. The brothers told the sick, “It is not by our own power that we
treat you, but by the power of Christ, the true God. Believe in Him and be healed”. Since
they accepted no payment for their treatment of the infirm, the holy brothers were called
“unmercenary physicians”. Their life of active service and their great spiritual influence
on the people around them led many into the Church, thereby attracting the attention of
the Roman authorities. The brothers said, “We have done evil to no one, we are not
involved with the magic or sorcery of which you accuse us. We treat the infirm by the
power of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We take no payment for rendering aid to the
sick because our Lord commanded His disciples, ‘Freely have you received, freely give’”
(Matt.10:8). The Emperor, however, continued with his demands. Through the prayer of
the holy brothers, imbued with the power of grace, God suddenly struck Carinus blind, so
that he too might experience the almighty power of the Lord, Who does not forgive
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit (Matt.12:31). Beholding the miracle, the people cried
out, “Great is the Christian God! There is no other God but Him!” Many of those who
believed besought the holy brothers to heal the Emperor, and he himself implored the
saints, promising to convert to the true God, Christ the Saviour, so the saints healed him.
After this, Sts. Cosmas and Damian were honourably set free, and once again they set
about treating the sick. But what the hatred of the pagans and the ferocity of the Roman
authorities could not do, was accomplished by black envy, one of the strongest passions
of sinful human nature. An older physician, an instructor, under whom the holy brothers
had studied the art of medicine, became envious of their fame. Driven to madness by
malice, and overcome by passionate envy, he summoned the two brothers, formerly his
most beloved students, proposing that they should all go together in order to gather
various medicinal herbs. Going far into the mountains, he murdered them.

You don’t become holy
by fighting evil.
Let evil be.

Look tewards Christ

and that will save you.
What makes a person

saintly is 80(96

St Porphyriss of Kafsokalisia




